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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claim 42 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. The use of the terms "may be" renders the claim limitation 
indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1 - 2, 4 - 14, 32 - 33 and 35 - 44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Dubois et al. (US 2002/0154646). 

Regarding claims 1 and 32, Dubois teaches a system for improving communication 
between a switched network and a packet network, comprising: a signaling gateway for 
converting signaling in a first protocol to a second protocol, and from said second 
protocol to said first protocol (Fig. 2, DSP 90; page 5, paragraph 74; page 3, paragraph 
37; shown in more detail in Fig. 6, 910; page 6, paragraph 80); at least one media 
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gateway for converting multimedia provided in a first format into a second format, and 
from said second format into said first format (Fig. 2, DSP 90; page 5, paragraph 74; 
page 3, paragraph 37; shown in more detail in Fig. 6, 920; page 6, paragraph 78); a 
session router for selecting at least one multimedia transmission route to a destination, 
said destination being specified by said switched network (Fig. 1 1 , router 250); and a 
media router for guiding said multimedia to said destination after conversion by said 
media gateway (Fig. 1 , router 27). 

Regarding claims 2 and 33, Dubois teaches a first format as a time division 
multiplexing format (page 2, paragraph 34) and said second format as a real time 
protocol format (page 15, paragraph 166). 

Regarding claims 4 and 35, Dubois teaches the first protocol as signaling system 
number seven (page 2, paragraph 34) and said second protocol as a session Internet 
protocol (page 2, paragraph 34). 

Regarding claims 5. and 36, Dubois teaches the second protocol as real time protocol 
(page 15, paragraph 166). 

Regarding claims 6 and 37, Dubois teaches packet network as an Internet protocol 
network (page 2, paragraph 34). 

Regarding claims 7 and 38, Dubois teaches said switched network as a public 
switched telephone network (page 10, paragraph 120). 

Regarding claims 8 and 39, Dubois teaches said first format as a time division 
multiplexing format (page 2, paragraph 34). 

Regarding claims 9 and 40, Dubois teaches said second format as a real time protocol 
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Format (page 15, paragraph 166). 

Regarding claims 10 and 41, Dubois teaches said switched network communicating 
with said signaling gateway via use of signaling system number seven (page 2, 
paragraph 34). 

Regarding claims 11 and 42, Dubois teaches said signaling gateway comprising a 
memory that may be utilized for converting a received circuit identification code into a 
session description protocol header (page 14, paragraph 159). 

Regarding claims 12 and 43, Dubois teaches said session description protocol header 
is utilized by said destination, located within said packet network, to direct data packets 
to said media gateway (page 7, paragraph 92; Furthermore, it is known in the art for 
description protocol headers to provide direct packets to a particular destination). 
Regarding claims 13 and 44, Dubois teaches said session description protocol header 
comprising an Internet protocol address and port for said destination (page 7, paragraph 
92; Furthermore, it is known in the art for description protocol headers to contain IP 
address and port information to provide destination information). 
Regarding claim 14, Dubois teaches communication between said session router and 
said signaling gateway is performed via use of session Internet protocol signaling (page 
10, paragraph 120). 

3. Claims 15-20 and 28 - 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Marsh et al. (US 2002/0159439). 

Regarding claim 15, Marsh teaches a method for establishing a call from a switched 
network to a user agent within a packet network, comprising the steps of: transmitting 
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an initial address message from said switched network to a signaling gateway (Figs 7 
and 8; page 5, paragraph 59; initial address message); converting at said signaling 
gateway said initial address message to a session Internet protocol invite message 
(page 5; paragraph 57; SIP invite message); transmitting said Internet protocol invite 
message to a session router (page 5; paragraph 57; sent directly to Softswitch - which 
contains the router), which analyzes said Internet protocol invite message to determine 
a best route to said user agent (page 5, paragraph 57); and opening a media router 
address and port, within a media router, for multimedia transmission from said user 
agent to said switched network, as a result of a request from said session router (page 
5, paragraph 59; port allocation information and other parameters specific to the call). 
Regarding claim 16, Marsh teaches said switched network as a public switched 
telephone network (Fig. 7, PSTN 28). 

Regarding claim 17, Marsh teaches said initial address message comprising a 
circuit identification code that identifies a bearer channel reserved by said 
switched network to communicate with said user agent (page 5, paragraph 59). 
Regarding claim 18, Marsh teaches said initial address message comprising 
information regarding a calling party, a called party and a circuit identification code, 
wherein said information is converted by said signaling gateway to a from header, a to 
header, and a session description protocol header respectively (page 5, paragraphs 57, 
59). 

Regarding claim 19, Marsh teaches said session description protocol header 
comprising an Internet protocol address and port for said user agent to transmit 
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multimedia (page 5, paragraph 59; Furthermore, it is known in the art for description 
protocol headers to contain IP address and port information to provide destination 
information). 

Regarding claim 20, Marsh teaches the steps of: transmitting said invite message from 
said session router to said user agent, wherein said invite message comprises said 
media router address and port (page 5, paragraph 57 and page 3, paragraph 39), and 
transmitting a circuit identification code that identifies a bearer channel reserved by said 
switched network to communicate with said user agent, thereby providing said user 
agent with the capability of communicating with said switched network (page 5, 
paragraph 59). 

Regarding claim 28, Marsh teaches a method for establishing a call from a user agent 
to a switched network, the user agent initiating the call, the user agent being located 
within a packet network, the method comprising the steps of: transmitting an invite 
message from said user agent to a session router, wherein said session router is 
capable of selecting at least one multimedia transmission route to said user agent (Figs 
7 and 8; page 5, paragraph 57), said invite message providing a from address and a 
destination address within said switched network (it is known in the art that invite 
messages contain source and destination addresses); transmitting an invite message to 
a signaling gateway identifying an Internet protocol address of said session router and 
said destination address within said switched network (page 5, paragraph 59), said 
signaling gateway being capable of converting signaling in a first protocol into a second 
protocol, and from said second protocol to said first protocol (page 5, paragraph 59); 
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transmitting a request for an address and port within said media router to be dedicated 
to transmission of said multimedia between said user agent and said switched network 
(page 3, paragraph 39); and binding an address and port within said media router for 
user agent multimedia transmission (page 2, paragraph 30). 
Regarding claim 29, Marsh teaches said from address further comprises an Internet 
protocol address and port of said user agent (page 2, paragraph 27). 
Regarding claim 30, Marsh teaches the step of allocating a circuit within a media 
gateway for use in transmitting multimedia between said user agent and said switched 
network (page 2, paragraphs 27, 30), said media gateway being capable of converting 
multimedia provided in a first format into a second format, and from said second format 
into said first format (page 2, paragraphs 27, 30). 

Regarding claim 31, Marsh teaches said first protocol is signaling system number 
seven and said second protocol is session Internet protocol (page 2, paragraphs 23 and 
24). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3 and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dubois et al. (US 2002/01 54646). 
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Regarding claims 3 and 34, Dubois teaches a media gateway. Dubois fails to explicitly 
disclose the media gateway not determining the destination of said media. 

However, Dubois discloses a network processor 812 determining the destination 
of said multimedia. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to conclude the 
media gateway does not determine the destination of the media, since the network 
processor performs this function. 

6. Claims 21 - 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Marsh et al. (US 2002/0159439). 

Regarding claim 21, Marsh teaches the steps of: designating a user agent address 
and port within said user agent for receiving multimedia transmitted from said switched 
network (page 3, paragraph 39). 

Marsh fails to explicitly disclose a designating a second address and second port 
for receiving said multimedia transmitted from said switched network; transmitting said 
second address and second port to said signaling gateway; and transmitting said 
second address and second port, and said user agent address and port, to said 
signaling gateway. 

However, Marsh teaches the above limitation for a first address and port. 

Given this, it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to designate a 
second address and second port, for the purpose providing a secondary destination for 
the receipt of multimedia. 
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Regarding claim 22, Marsh teaches the steps of: transmitting said multimedia 
from said switched network to a media gateway (page 2, paragraph 27); converting said 
multimedia from a first format to a second format (format-conversion in gateways is 
known in the art); and transmitting said multimedia to said user agent via said 
designated user agent address and port (page 2, paragraph 27). 

Marsh fails to explicitly disclose transmitting said multimedia to said media router 
via said designated second address and second port. 

However, it would have been obvious to include a second address and port for 
the purpose providing a secondary destination for the receipt of multimedia. 
Regarding claim 23, Marsh teaches a method for discontinuing a connection between 
a user agent, located within a packet network, and a switched network, wherein said 
discontinuation is initiated by said user agent, comprising the steps of: requesting 
discontinuation of said connection to said switched network (page 2, paragraph 30), 
wherein said user agent request is transmitted to a session router, said session router 
being capable of selecting at least one multimedia transmission route to said user agent 
(page 3, paragraph 37-38); requesting discontinuation of said connection, wherein said 
session router request is transmitted to a media router (page 3, paragraph 43), said 
media router being capable of guiding multimedia to said user agent (page 3, paragraph 
43). 

Marsh fails to explicitly disclose unbinding at least one prior established address 
and port utilized for providing said connection between said user agent and said 
switched network. 
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However, since binding occurs during connection set-up, it would have been 
obvious for unbinding to occur when disconnecting, for the purpose of terminating the 
connection. 

Regarding claim 24, Marsh teaches the step of transmitting said discontinuation to said 
switched network, which, in turn, releases a bearer channel utilized for providing said 
connection between said user agent and said switched network (page 5, paragraph 63). 
Regarding claim 25, Marsh teaches discontinuing a connection between a user agent, 
located within a packet network, and a switched network, wherein said discontinuation 
is initiated by said switched network, comprising the steps of: requesting discontinuation 
of said connection between said user agent and said switched network (page 2, 
paragraph 30), wherein said switched network request is transmitted to a signaling 
gateway, said signaling gateway being capable of converting signaling in a first protocol 
into a second protocol, and from said second protocol to said first protocol (page 5, 
paragraph 65); requesting discontinuation of said connection, wherein said signaling 
gateway request is transmitted to a session router, said session router being capable of 
selecting at least one multimedia transmission route to said user agent (page 6, 
paragraph 67); requesting discontinuation of said connection, wherein said session 
router request is transmitted to a media router (page 6, paragraph 68), said media 
router being capable of guiding multimedia to said user agent (page 6, paragraph 68). 

Marsh fails to explicitly disclose unbinding at least one prior established address 
and port utilized for providing said connection between said user agent and said 
switched network. 
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However, since binding occurs during connection set-up, it would have been 
obvious for unbinding to occur when disconnecting, for the purpose of terminating the 
connection. 

Regarding claim 26, Marsh teaches first protocol is signaling system number seven 
and said second protocol is session Internet protocol (page 2, paragraphs 23 and 24). 
Regarding claim 27, Marsh teaches a method for discontinuing a connection between 
a user agent, located within a packet network, and a switched network, wherein said 
discontinuation is initiated by a media router (page 3, paragraph 40), said media router 
being capable of guiding multimedia to said user agent, comprising the steps of: 
requesting discontinuation of said connection between said user agent and said 
switched network, wherein said media router request is transmitted to a session router, 
said session router being capable of selecting at least one multimedia transmission 
route to said user agent (page 6, paragraph 68). 

Marsh fails to explicitly unbinding at least one prior established address and port 
utilized for providing said connection between said user agent and said switched 
network. 

However, since binding occurs during connection set-up, it would have been 
obvious for unbinding to occur when disconnecting, and discontinuing signaling 
associated with communication between said switched network and said user agent for 
the purpose of terminating the connection. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

*Sollee et al. (US 6,934,279) discloses controlling voice communication over a 
data network. 

Turner et al. (US 6,084,956) discloses SS7 mediation for data network call setup 
and services internetworking. 

*McNiff et al. (US 6,807,150) discloses a system and method for controlling a 
telephony communication session. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rhonda Murphy whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
31 85. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:00 - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chi Pham can be reached on (571) 272-3179. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). 
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